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A LENTEN VALENTINE … AN APRIL FOOLS EASTER
An Invitation to Seek Aliveness in the Jesus’ Adventure

This past fall my religion professor, while I was a student at Muskingum, wrote on Facebook how wonderfully serendipitous that Lent should
fall on Valentine’s Day and Easter should land on April Fool’s Day. He believed that he would have relished in the delight of planning for
worship, if he was not in the classroom but in the pulpit.
Yes, it is true Ash Wednesday falls on Valentine’s Day this year, but truth be told that is not what has caused my cause of the “whinnies.” I
am having a hard time at accepting the fate, the reality that Lent is just so gosh darn early this year. A mere six to seven weeks between
Christmas and the beginning of Lent. Geesh, we barely really have begun to unwrap the present of God coming once again among us and
what that all means for us this New Year.
Yet, Ash Wednesday quickly approaches. With it also, another season of preparation is upon us to ready ourselves for God’s next surprise of
Easter. Lent is simply the 40 days before Easter, not counting Sundays. (Side Note – Sundays in Lent are meant to be mini-Easters!) Those
40 days are rich in symbolism. It was 40, not days, but years that the Israelites wandered in the Wilderness to the Land of Promise. It was
40 days that Jesus wandered in his wilderness, where he tempted and tested. It was 40 days that Jesus wandered once more after the
Resurrection until his ascension.
I like that image of wandering. In a lot of ways, Lent is a journey of sorts to wander into a place of meditation, reflection, fasting, observing,
practicing, giving and more. This Lent I am hoping we may consider it an Adventure to Aliveness. As we anticipate the resurrection, I hope
that we may practice seeking aliveness in home, in our work, in our community. Perhaps, that will mean wandering into the places that need
Resurrection both literally and figuratively in our lives.
To do this, we will explore the Sermon on the Mount in Matthew’s Gospel by way of a book by Brian McLaren called We make the Road by
Walking, utilizing specifically the book’s Lenten chapters. In worship, we will seek aliveness by joining Jesus on his adventure to turn the
world upside; though we know it will lead to the cross as well as the surprise of the empty tomb. This journey will help us discern how
aliveness may be sparked within us by living the beatitudes, being salt and light, praying as he taught us, cultivating an inward peace so that
we be peace to the world and more.

HIGHLIGHTS

In addition to worship, I am hoping some you may consider joining me in my office on Wednesdays in Lent
from 6 to 7 pm to read parts of the Sermon on the Mount along with the book by Brian McLaren. It will be a
fun time, an ALIVE time even, to join in fellowship on this Lenten journey together.



Session Notes



Welcome our new Music Director!



Lent Events



Congratulations George Lepsch!

One last word – we will begin our Lent with our Ash Wednesday service at 7 pm in the sanctuary with the
Imposition of Ashes. Ashes will be also be available beginning at 6 am in conjunction with our sister
congregation, Faith Lutheran, as part of Ashes on the Go. If you need a midday service option, the White Oak
Clergy will be hosting an ecumenical service at 12 pm at St. Angela’s.



Cupboard Stretchers

Let’s journey seeking aliveness in the adventure of Jesus together!



Deacons

Pastor Jessica



Per Capita



Youth News



Souper Bowl Sunday



Paint Party
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JANUARY SESSION NOTES


We

are

pleased

punch that Jolena
VanMeter has agreed to
serve as interim Music
Director for a period of 6
months. In addition to
playing the piano, Jolena
is learning how to play
the organ.



in which we will be
asked if they can
remember/renew our
baptism.

as

On February 24, Ash
Wednesday, we will
include an imposition of
ashes and a ceremony



Mission Team served 75
people at the Sonshine
Kitchen on January 27.



Youth

Group

will

participate in World
Visions Warehouse on
February 17 and Greater
Pittsburgh Food Bank on
April 18.



$739.97 to Mr. Plumber
to replace water heater
in rental house

Soup Sale - May 15,
2018.



We paid $ $845 to
Vegeley Welding for
failed attempts to
restore water in Bekah’s
home.
There is a
problem with the Water
Authority for their
missed diagnosis. Devin
Tomko will attempt to
recoup that money from
the Water Authority ; and



We

are

looking

to

revamping our monthly
newsletter.



More

info

will

be

forthcoming on our
Vision Work (where God
is leading us).

WELCOME OUR NEW DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISRIES
A Music Note
~ from Jolena VanMeter
First of all, let me say that I
am thrilled and honored to be
your new Interim Director of
Music Ministries! God has
taken me on quite a journey
to bring me to this time and
place, and in His time and
His place, and I am simply
ecstatic to hit the ground
running! I have already been
having a fantastic time
leading the choir over the
past few months and being a
member of the bell choir for
the past few years. These
choirs are not only excellent
groups of worship leaders,
but also provide excellent
opportunities for Christian
fellowship.
And we are
always looking for more
singers and ringers!
However, the music program
here is much more than just

choir and bells. Within our
church family, we have a
amazing amount of musical
talent that needs to be
shared! Whether you enjoy
singing,
playing
an
instrument, or have no music
experience but an eagerness
to get involved, there is a
place for you within the
music ministry! There are no
auditions, no tests, and no
standards to live up
to.
There is only one
requirement: a desire to
praise God. Please come see
me and tell me that you'd like
to be involved, even if you
don't know yet in what
capacity. We'll figure it out
together and see where God
is leading you!
My days
available in the church
bui ld ing are t yp ica lly
Tuesday, Thursday, and of
course Sunday. I can also be
reached
by
email
at musicdepartment@samps
onsmills.org.

Music is a unique ministry. It
can stand alone or work in
conjunction with any other
ministry.
Music has the
ability to inspire the hearts of
not only those who are
listening, but also those who
are performing. Music can
speak to people of all ages
from birth to death. It's a
language in itself, yet it
t r a n s c e n ds a l l o t h e r
languages. God speaks to us
through music. It could be
through the words of a song,
the familiarity of a melody, or
the warm fuzzy feeling you
get when a melody and
harmony fit together just
so. Music is powerful. And
when God uses music to
reach His people, it's power is
immeasurable. And the best
part
about
music
ministry? Everyone can be a
part of it. Whether you are
sitting in a pew, the choir loft,
the piano bench, or at home

on the couch, you can praise
God with music! God gave us
hands for clapping and
mouths for singing.
Let
us make a joyful noise unto
the Lord, all the earth: make
a loud noise, rejoice, and sing
praise! (Psalms 98:4)
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LENT: Seeking Aliveness in the Jesus’ Adventure
February 14th
Ash Wednesday: A Service of the Imposition of Ashes
Psalm 51:1-17, Mark 1:9-15
February 18th
1st Sunday in Lent – “A New Identity”
Mathew 5:1-16
February 25th
2nd Sunday in Lent – “A New Path to Aliveness”
Matthew 5: 38-48
March 4th
3rd Sunday in Lent – “Your Secret Life”
Matthew 6: 1-18
March 11th
4th Sunday in Lent – “Why We Worry, Why We Judge”
Matthew 6:25-34, 7:1-5
March 18th
5th Sunday in Lent – “The Choice is Yours”
Matthew 7:13-29

Holy Week Worship
March 25th – Palm Sunday
“Peace March”
Luke 19:29-46

March 29th – Maundy Thursday
A Table, A Basin, Some Food,
Some Friends”
Selections from John 13-17

March 30th – Good Friday
“Everything Must Change”
Psalm 22/Luke 22 & 23

April 1st – Easter Sunday
”The Uprising”
Ezekiel 37 and Luke 24
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CONGRATULATIONS TO GEORGE LEPSCH!!
The Barbershop Harmony
Society hosts its annual MidWinter Convention during the
month of January.
One
feature of the convention is
the International Senior
Quartet
competition,
consisting of 25 quartets
from the U.S. and Canada.
This year, the contest was
staged at the Segerstrom
Center for the Arts in Costa
Mesa CA. SMPC member
George Lepsch sings in the

one of the competing
quartets,
Unfinished
Business, and is pleased to
report that the group finished
as 3rd place Bronze
Medalists in this year’s
contest. The quartet finished
4th at last year’s contest in
San Antonio, and is already
looking forward to the 2019
contest, which will be held on
the stage of The Grand Ole
Opry House in Nashville.

All generations together

Unfinished Business formed
in July 2015, and has taken
part in regional contests
throughout Ohio and Western
Pennsylvania since its
inception.
In addition to
George (who sings baritone),
the other quartet members
are lead singer Jeff Gehm
from New Castle, bass Bob
Godot from Butler, and tenor
D av e M c K inn on fro m
Canonsburg.
The group
enjoys performing music from

a wide range of popular
styles, from Ray Charles to
Garth Brooks to Michel
Buble.

:

Touch the water, Taste the bread.
Everyone come
join us as we
explore
Communion
and Baptism!
Meet each Sunday
in the fellowship
hall for coffee,
juice, food and
fellowship
at
9:45 am. Class to
start at 10:00 am.

Feb. 18, 10:00 am
Introduction
to
Touch the Water,
Taste the Breadcoffee/juice/food
provided.

Feb 25- Intro to
Communion/
Baptism
March 4Communion
March 11-Baptism
March 18Closing session
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CUPBOARD STRETCHERS NEWS
The excitement of the
holidays is over and
decorations are put away for
another year, but hopefully
your generous, giving spirit
remains.
The winter
promises to be a long one,
and many of our neighbors
are still hungry.
Please
remember to bring in some
soup for the food bank when
you come to church on
Souper Bowl Sunday. Our

inventory is in very short
supply.
Mark your calendars! It’s
time for TIPS FOR COP! The
6th Annual Tips for Cops will
be Monday, February 26,
5:30 to 9:00 pm. The police
officers of White Oak will be
waiting tables at The Twin
Oaks.
Their tips will be
donated to our food bank
along with 10% of each bill.
This is our biggest
contribution of the year! It’s

lots of fund and includes
basket raffle, 50/50 and
great food!
Also we are
looking for groups and
individuals to make up
baskets or contribute money
toward the making of
baskets. See you there..
Co-Coordinators,
Jolene Keefer & Kathy Peters

DEACON NEWS
December was a very busy
month for the Deacons. With
the help of the congregation
we decorated the church for
Christmas and provided a
Pizza lunch for all those who
helped. We helped 4 families
(17 people) in need from the
Salvation Army by shopping
for toys and clothes,
wrapping and delivering
these gifts to the Salvation
Army for Christmas. We also
provided gift cards for ALDI to
help with food for these
families. The Deacons also
maintained the beautiful
poinsettias that decorated
the Sanctuary and Narthex
during the season. We
participated in the Christmas
Eve service and of course
with your help undecorated
the church. Hopefully
members and visitors that
could be with us had a joyous
and blessed season.

What is the White Offering
Envelope?
Each year in the weeks
before Christmas there is an
envelope insert in the
bulletin. This envelope is a
request for donations to help
the Deacons do the work that
we need to do to help other
less fortunate at the
Christmas Season. This year
we adopted 4 Families from
the Salvation Army and
provided toys and clothes for
children, and their parents.
We were able to serve 17
people this year. Your
donation is greatly needed
and appreciated. Thank
you!!!!! Next year please give
generously to the White
Offering so we can continue
this project. Look for the
thank you notes from our
adopted families on the
bulletin board in the hall.

The annual Deacon Lunch
and White elephant gift
exchange will be held at
Bravo in the Waterfront on
February 18 at 1PM. The cost
is $20 includes tip and tax.
Please sign up in the Narthex
or call Bev Ekaitis
4123277355 if you want to
come or have questions. The
menu choices will be Pasta
Bravo, Chicken Marsala or
Eggplant Parmesan.
What does a Deacon do?
The Board of Deacons are
very busy doing work for the
church.
We
provide
community
care,
congregational care, and
fellowship. A few of the
committees are: providing
funeral meals and food to
shut ins when needed;
maintaining emergency
boxes and lists of medical
resources in the church;
providing Christmas and

Easter Flowers to Decorate
the church; maintaining the
flower chart; collecting the
offering and manning the
door each Sunday. In
addition we organize the
church picnic, hanging of the
greens, gifts for Salvation
Army families, soup sale and
assist with other fund raising
activities.
If you are interested in
serving on the Deacon Board
or have any questions about
what a Deacon’s job is please
contact Bev Ekaitis or a
member of the Nominating
committee.
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WHAT IS PER CAPITA?
Dear Member of Sampson’s
Mills Presbyterian Church,
On behalf of the leadership of
Sampson’s Mills Presbyterian
Church, we want to thank you
for your ongoing generosity of
spirit. The commitment of
your time, talents, and
ministry reflects the vibrancy
of Sampson’s Mills.
Likewise, your tithes, gifts
and offerings help sustain
our work for the congregation
in our faith community. An
often overlooked aspect of
our financial offerings as
members, is our Per Capita
annual contribution which is
represented by a single
envelope in our offering
book. This envelope is easy
to bypass because of its
location at the front of the
offering book.
Often, we
become so focused on our
Sunday Worship envelope for
the respective date’s worship
service that the Per Capita
offering can be overlooked
for the entire year.
At the Congregational
Meeting on January 28,
2018, The Chair of the
Stewardship and Finance

Team noted that the Per
Capita contribution, which we
are assessed by the
Presbytery, was not met for
2017
by
individual
contributions.
Accordingly,
we must make up that
difference in dollars from our
general funds. Recognizing
that our annual income fell
short of our annual expenses,
regardless of how frugally
managed demonstrates that
wherever we can make up a
shortfall, we must. And each
member contributing their
Per Capita share certainly
helps in that regard, enabling
us to free up funds for other
purposes.
As
a
participating
Presbyterian Church for
Calendar Year 2018, we
must contribute $33.05 per
member to the Presbytery
regardless of whether each
member contributed their Per
Capita amount or not. Our
Per Capita pays for the
programs, training, and
resources that help us to
work
together
as
Presbyterians. It enables us
to work with other
Presbyterian churches in our

Presbytery and across the
country. It allows us to work
with other churches to further
the mission of Jesus Christ
around the world. Here are
some examples of what the
Per Capita supports:



The General Assembly
Meeting every two years
where Presbyterians
come toge ther to
worship and discern the
mind of Christ for the
church.



It pays for meetings of
Presbyterians with
people of other Christian
churches, in many
places of the world
where it would be
difficult to “do mission”
except by working
ecumenically with other
churches.



It pays for producing the
Book of Order and The
Book of Confessions,
including copies in
Spanish Korean, and
Braille.



It pays to fund the
Presbyterian Historical
Society – preserving and
sharing the Presbyterian
experience.



It funds the preparation,
administration, and
grading of standard
ordination examinations
of seminary students.



It

pays

for

annual

training events for
Presbytery executives,
stated clerks and others

who help lead our work
and mission.



It pays for the travel
expenses of the
Moderator and Vice
M o der at or o f th e
General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A) as they traverse
the country to meet with
folks like us to share the
exciting things God is
doing in our midst.

Most recently, our work with
the Pittsburgh Presbytery
focused on their role in
assisting our Pastor
Nominating Committee with
recruitment and selection of
Pastor Jessica McClure
Archer to Sampson’s Mills
Presbyterian Church.
We hope this letter has
helped you to see the
importance of each of us
submitting our annual Per
Capita contribution of
$33.05. Thanks to all who
have already paid their share.
By doing so you not only
support the important work
of the Presbytery, but you
also free up dollars in
Sampson’s Mills regular
budget for the very important
needs and work of our
congregation. We encourage
all those who have not done
so to make their Per Capita
contribution as soon as
possible.
Thank you.
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February 7- Hot dogs and Chips- The 12 Disciples
February 14- NO YOUTH CLUB- ASH WEDNESDAY!
February 21- French Toast- The 12 Disciples
Feb 28- Pizza- The 12 Disciples

Feb 11- Second Sunday!- 6:30-8:00
Feb 17- World Vision Warehouse!!!!- meet at the church at 8:00am, return
around 1:00pm. Please see Bekah for permission slip

When your children have activities (sports, arts, whatever!), please continue to
add those to the big giant calendar so Bekah can come see your children in
their element!

Want to volunteer? Please see Bekah!

Worship 11:00 am
Rev. Jessica McClure Archer

SAMPSON’S MILLS
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

1665 Lincoln Way
White Oak, PA 15131
Phone: 412-678-5355
E-mail: sampsonsmillspc@verizon.net
www.sampsonsmills.org
Facebook.com/sampsons.mills

UPCOMING EVENTS
Don’t forget to bring your grocery bag to church this
Sunday for Cupboard Stretcher's. There will be carts in the
Narthex in which to place them. Didn’t get a bag? …
That’s ok, just bring your donation in and place it in the
cart. ALL donations are greatly welcome at any time!
We’re having a paint party!! Saturday, March 3, 1:00 pm—~
4:00 pm. The cost is $35 with $20 being donated back to
the church. The painting will be Spring themed. Supplies
will be provided. Snacks will be served. All ages welcome.
Come and have a fun afternoon painting! There will be a
signup sheet in the Narthex.

