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Happy New Year!
The coming of the New Year seems to usher in an apt time for personal reflections. These days this known as
constructing New Year’s Resolutions. We resolve to lose weight, save more money, work on a relationship,
get fit, spend more time with family, plan for the big vacation, etc. Sometimes we stick with it. Most of time
about 4-6 weeks in, we have miserably failed (at least we think we have!).
A couple of years ago a friend of mine invited me over a couple week into the New Year to join her and
bunch of her girlfriends for brunch. I was new to the group. The rest have been at this New Year gathering
for the last few years. It was time to get together for sure, but the big
purpose was to create Vision Boards. The host instructed me to bring
magazines, scissors, a glue stick and a large poster board, along with
my breakfast item. (Example is pictured here.)
Over brunch, we were all invited to scour magazines for images that
reflected what we wanted to aspire to in the New Year. I cut out a
bike; a family hiking in the woods; a woman doing yoga; a stack of
books and good food. Afterwards, I glued those images on my poster
board. I wrote across the middle of the poster – MY VISION for the
NEW YEAR!
As we closed our gathering to scurry off to her busy mom schedules, we all took turns sharing vision boards.
Each image for me represented something I didn’t just want to accomplish but to see happen in my life in the
next year. I wanted to spend more time at the gym on the spin bike. I desired for meaningful family
connections through active outings like that hike in the woods. I hoped for Sabbath time for myself to recenter, to refresh, and refocus like that woman doing yoga. I wanted to read more, and not just for work. I
wanted a good stack of books on my nightstand and throughout my house. I wanted to make good food
because it connects me to nature, my family and gives me delight.
The vision board was different than resolving to do something. Sure, it was a goal, so to speak. But, it was
also much more. It was like a map of the life I was feeling called to live, personally and for my family. And,
I think I was more successful at keeping to that vision on the board, especially as it hung in my study. I was
forced to see it, physically, so that I could hopefully live it (in it), too.
The book of Proverbs says that without a vision, the people perish. I think that’s true, but first, what is
vision? Vision is about how we see ourselves in the future. In church, it is not only us actively seeking how
we see ourselves but also prayerfully discerning how God sees us now and in the future. Vision, then, is
naming that and working to live into that, whereby we actively become what we (and hopefully God)
envisions.
If we were to sit down with magazines and a poster, what would we glue on it? What images would we cut
out? What pictures would God want us to clip and glue?

All Advent long, we have been praying and asking God to reveal God’s new thing for us about who we are
and how we are to be the church. What we really were doing was asking God for vision. We were opening
ourselves each day, each week to God’s new vision for us and our church. Along the way, you may have
been filled with images, words, ideas, sights and sounds. It is now time that we begin to share those together,
so that by bit by bit we will fashion God’s vision for us.
On January 7th, Epiphany Sunday, we will begin to reveal God’s vision for us. During worship, we will
share these words, images, sights and sounds on a paper star. We will commend them to God in worship,
too. Afterwards, we will celebrate our Epiphanies over lunch around tables. There the Session will make
note of these revelations, and we will begin to piece them together over the course of this next year. We trust
also this is just the beginning, but we are nonetheless excited to see God’s New Thing be formed in us! Plan
to join us and stay for lunch!
Happy New Year!
Pastor Jessica
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During our Advent Reflections, we felt the our church has become friendlier and more spiritual. We see a
new flexibility that allows decision makers to try new things and new procedures. Everything is working
out well.
For our Epiphany Sunday, we will have an after church event to discuss our revelations during Advent What God has revealed to me and what God is saying about our church. We will have a light lunch after
our service (salad and sliders so as to not tempt those of us who have made diet resolutions or have had
our fill of goodies). Then we will discuss in groups our revelations. Those revelations will be copied to
help the church on our religious journey.
We had the second reading of the budget and it was approved.
The Youth Group will be attending The Event on January 14 at Beulah Presbytery Church, 6-9pm.
Bekah is looking into an intergenerational mission trip to Houston to help those in need after the
hurricane.
Fellowship states that RSVPing for our dinners is working.
Paint Party fundraiser will be on April 15.
Deacon Dinner - February 18 at Bravo’s. Choices are Pasta Bravo, grilled chicken Marsala, or Eggplant
Parmasan.
Stewardship has a binder for all checking accounts in the office.
Bekah will head up writing a Child Protection Policy.
We will get lights outside the door to Fellowship Hall.
Church Nominating Committee will seek 6 deacons and 2 elders.
Our Faith Based Community ( composed of 4 Christian churches and 1 Synagogue) will meet at the end
of January to discuss what we can do to improve our community. We will be providing a box lunch.
Pastor Jessica anticipates having community leaders with 30-40 attendees
We are renewing our grant request for air conditioning Fellowship Hall with the Presbytery.

Nancy Swanson, Clerk of Session

Epiphany Series
Discerning Jesus:
A Man of Mystery
January 14th
“The Reveal”
Scripture – Mark 1:4-11 and
Genesis 1:1-5
January 21st
“An Urgent Mission:
Scripture – Mark 1:14-20 and
Jonah 3:1-5
January 28th
“Extra! Extra! Read All about It!”
Scripture – Mark 1:21-28 and
Deuteronomy 18:15-20
February 4th (Communion)
“Secrets, Secrets, Secrets”
Scripture – Mark 1:29-39 and
Isaiah 40:21-31
*Children Lead Worship*
February 11th
(Welcoming New Members)
“Exposed”
Scripture – Mark 9:2-9 and
2 Kings 2:1-12
Art by FREEXX

LENT begins with Ash Wednesday, February 14 th !
Stay tuned for more details about our celebration of Ash Wednesday, where and when to receive
Ashes and our church’s focus for the Lenten Season. Until then, let us seek after this man of
mystery, Jesus, the Christ! Join us for worship each Sunday at 11 am!

Deacon News
This years Deacon Luncheon will be at the Bravo in the Waterfront in Homestead. The date is February 18 at
1:00 pm. Don’t forget the “gag” gift exchange! All are welcome to attend.
Taking down of the Greens will take place on Sunday, January 7, following Worship Service.
The next deacon meeting is January 14 following Worship Service.
Happy New Year!
Blessings,
Beverly Ekaitis, Heather Butker Co Moderators

Fellowship Ministry Team News
Save the Date! The Fellowship Ministry Team will be hosting a Spring
Themed Paint Party. The date is Saturday, March 3, 1:00 pm. The cost is
$35.00 with $20.00 being donated back to the church. Snacks will be
served. There will be a sign up sheet in the Narthex.

Cupboard Stretchers News
It was a very Merry Christmas for foodbank recipients. Food was plentiful and we were able to give them a
modest gift card for Giant Eagle. A heartfelt thank you goes out to all who contributed money, food, or time
to make this possible. What we must not forget is that winter is just beginning, so we need food more than
ever—particularly soups of all kinds that can arm us on a frigid day. Also, paper products are always in
demand. Continue to bring in food so that everyone can have a happy new year. Thank you,
Jolene and Kathy

Women of the Bible
Join us for scripture study and discussion of important
women from the Bible on Wednesday evenings at
7:15 pm in the Choir Room. No preparation necessary,
just bring your Bible. Facilitated by Lisa Addington and
Liz Jones.

If you would like to become more involved in the church, here is a list of some ways to do that.

Ministry Teams
Building and Grounds ● Devin Tomko, Chair. Meets at 7:00 pm on the second Monday of each month.
Christian Education ● Liz Jones, Chair. Meets at 7:00 pm on the first Tuesday of the month.
Church Growth & Outreach ● George Lepsch, Chair. Meets at 7:00 pm on the fourth Sunday of the month.
Community & Mission ● Bill Rhodes, Billie Kissel, Co-Chairs. Meets at 7:00 pm on the second Monday of
the month.
Fellowship ● Joanie Andrews, Chair. Meets at 6:00 pm on the fourth Monday of the month.
Personnel ● Jan Harrison, Chair. Meets at 7:00 pm on the first Monday of the month.
Stewardship and Finance ● Butch Andrews, Chair. Meets at 6:30 pm on the second Tuesday of the month.
Worship ● Max Keefer, Chair. Meets at 7:00 pm on the second Sunday of the month.
————————————————————For information on volunteering for Youth Club or Youth Group contact our Director of Christian
Education Rebekah Little.
For information on volunteering for our Cupboard Stretchers call the church office and we will have Jolene
Keefer get in contact with you.

Liturgist

Offering Counters

Greeters

January 7

J. Harrison

R. Peters, K. Tomko, F. Gilchrist

G. Hillmar, V. Pompe

January 14

L. Jones

R. Peters, K. Tomko, F. Gilchrist

“

January 21

M. Keefer

B. Andrews, J. Williamson

“

January 28

B. Kissel

B. Andrews, S. Lawrence

“

LET’S GET TO KNOW … Joanie Andrews!
Joanie Andrews is a RN and Certified Asthma Nurse Educator. She
lives in Elizabeth but is originally from North Versailles. She loves
all types of animals and has participated in many charity and
adoption events. Joanie has written a series of five children books
about her dog and has had three published! She also writes short
stories and poetry and has one story and one poem published. She
enjoys spending time with her family, which includes five
grandchildren, and she loves serving at Sampson’s Mills. She
especially loves being part of the music ministry and acting in the
annual Mystery Dinners!

Youth group (6th-12th grade)
Jan 14- 2nd Sunday- 6:30-8:00 at Sampson’s Mills
Jan 21- ‘The Event’- Pittsburgh Presbyterian youth groups event- meet at
the church at 6:00pm return at 9:00pm. Cost: $5. Let Bekah know by the
14th if you are planning to attend!

Youth Club (K-5th grade)
Jan 3-Queen Esther- Mac and Cheese
Jan 10- Queen Esther- Grilled Cheese and Tomato Soup
Jan 17- Queen Esther- Chicken Nuggets and French Fries
Jan 24- Queen Esther- Spaghetti
Jan 31- The Disciples- Baked Potato Bar

Children’s worship
Jan 7- Family First Service- CHILDREN LEAD WORSHIP!!!!!!!!
Jan 14- resume normal children's worship (we will be practicing a song for the
Feb 4 Family First Service).

Have questions? Want to volunteer?
Please contact Bekah (412-678-5355 or rebekahlynn.little@gmail.com).

Sampson's Mills
Presbyterian
Church
1665 Lincoln Way
White Oak. Pa 15131
Phone: 412.678.5355
www.sampsonsmills.org
facebook.com/sampsons.mills
sampsonsmillspc@verizon.net

Worship Sunday at 11:00 am
Rev. Jessica McClure Archer

Women of the Bible … Join us for scripture study and discussion of important
women from the Bible on Wednesday evenings at 7:15 PM in the Choir Room. No
preparation necessary, just bring your Bible. Facilitated by Lisa Addington and
Liz Jones.

Zumba … Zumba class meets every Monday and Thursday evening, 7:15—8:15 pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Cost is $20 a month or $4 a session. Great way to work off that Halloween candy!
Ladies Breakfast Club … Please join the Ladies Breakfast Club on January 8 at 9:00 a.m. at Denny’s in
North Versailles.
Men’s Breakfast Fellowship … Please join the Men’s Breakfast Fellowship on the first Tuesday of each
month at 8:30 a.m. at King’s Restaurant on Route 30. All are welcome.
The Miller’s Daughters Book Club … The Miller’s Daughters Book Club meets the third Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 p.m.. Call Linda Lawrence for more information.
The up-to-date calendar can be viewed on the church’s website.

